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Abstract

This study examines the philosophical debate between the Dvaita school, represented by
Vyasatirtha, and the Advaita school of Madhusudana Saraswati, focusing on the critique in the
Nyayamrita and its response in the Advaita Siddhi. The central issue concerns the nature of Mukti
(liberation) as Avidya-nivritti (cessation of ignorance). Vyasatirtha questions whether this cessation is
identical with the Atman or distinct from it, arguing that each position leads to contradictions within
Advaita. He also challenges the coherence of Jivanmukti, maintaining that the body cannot persist once
ignorance is removed. In response, Madhusudana Saraswati defines liberation as the Self qualified by
the akhandakara-vritti, a final cognitive state. Using the analogy of a “cook,” he shows how a transient
function can define a state. Though the vritti is ultimately unreal, it can remove ignorance. The
persistence of the body is explained through avidya-lesha sustained by prarabdha karma. The discussion

ultimately rejects any gradation in liberation.
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