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immeasurable strength and nobility, and
were of godly parentage too” "™
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R. K. Narayan 9C519- “Hanuman is said to be

present wherever Rama’s name is even
whispered. At a corner of any hall,
unnoticed, he would be present whenever
the story of Rama is narrated to an
assembly. He can never tire of hearing about
Rama, his mind having no room for any
other object. The traditional narrator, at the
beginning of his story-telling, will always
pay a tribute to the unseen Hanuman, the
god who had compressed within himself so
much power, wisdom, and piety. Hanuman
emerges in the Ramayana as one of the most
important and worshipful characters; there
is a belief that to meditate on him is to

acquire immeasurable inner strength and
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Embree ¥ &, “ The great God shiva

assume form of man of ghosts and spirits

and of all aquatic animals.... He assumes the
forms of tortoises and fishes and conchs. He
it is that assumes the forms of those coral
sprouts that are used as ornaments by men.
Indeed, the illustrious god assumes the
forms of all creatures too that live in holes.
He assumes the forms of tigers and lions and
deer, of wolves and bears and birds, of owls
and of jackals as well. He it is that assumes
the forms of swans and crows and peacocks,
of chameleons and lizards and storks.... He
it is that assumes the form of Shesha (the
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snake), who sustains the world on his
head”.*
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